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AIM OF THIS DOCUMENT
The purpose of this document is to ensure that people who are interested in or affected by the
proposed project are provided with information about the proposal, the process being followed and
provided with an opportunity to be involved in the Basic Assessment (BA) process for proposed
development of the Ganspan Pering 132 kV overhead line near Pampierstad, North West and Northern
Cape Provinces.
Registering as an Interested and/or Affected Party (I&AP) allows individuals or groups the opportunity
to contribute ideas, issues, and concerns regarding the project. I&APs also have an opportunity to
review all reports and submit comments on those reports. All comments received are included in the
reports submitted to the Competent Authority (the National Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
the Environment [DFFE]).

THE PROPONENT
Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd proposes the development of the 132 kV Ganspan Pering powerline in the
Pampierstad area, in the Northern Cape and North West Provinces. Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd have
appointed Coastal and Environmental Services (t/a CES) as the project Environmental Assessment
Practitioners (EAP).

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER
CES is specialised in environmental and social impact assessments and environmental management
has been appointed by TFR to conduct the required Basic Assessment for the proposed project. CES
was established in 1990 when we were involved as lead consultants for a large mineral mining
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in South Africa, and since completing that first EIA, we have
expanded our scope of work to provide a wide variety of environmental and social advisory services
to public and private-sector clients both within South Africa and internationally.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION
Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd is proposing the development of a 3 kilometre 132 kV overhead line (OHL).
The proposed Ganspan Pering 132 kV OHL will connect the to Eskom’s Sidiba substation. The proposed
OHL is located near Pampierstad on the border of the North West and Northern Cape Provinces (Refer
to figure 1 above). The intention of the project is to provide electricity in an efficient and sustainable
manner, including its generation, transmission and distribution and retail. The mission of Eskom is to
provide sustainable electricity solutions to grow the economy and improve the quality of life of the
people in South Africa and in the region.
The proposed development of a 3-kilometre 132 kV Overhead Line (OHL). The proposed Ganspan
Pering 132 kV OHL will connect to Eskom’s Sidiba Substation. The proposed OHL is located near
Pampierstad on the border of the North West and Northern Cape Provinces, refer to Figure 1 below.
The neighbouring farms and farm portion that is affected are below:
NO
1
2
2

FARM NAME
Township: Pampierstad-2
Plaas 316
Plass 316

FARM / ERF NUMBER
2731
316
316

Figure 1: Locality map of the proposed Ganspan Pering 132 kV OHL

PORTION
0
1
0

TITLE DEED
T3747/2008
T1367/2003
T550/1950

Background Information Document

RELEVANT LEGISLATION
In terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations of 2014 (as amended), the
Ganspan Pering 132 kV OHL project requires an Environmental Authorisation, from the Department
of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE). The triggered activities are listed under Listing
Notices 1 & 3 (published in Government Notices No. R 983 and No. R 985 respectively), and as such,
the BA Process needs to be followed. The listed activities that have been applied for are provided in
Table 1 below:
Table 1: The potential triggered listed activities in terms of the NEMA EIA regulations (2014, as amended).
ACTIVITY
NUMBER

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT ACTIVITY THAT
TRIGGERS LISTED ACTIVITY

GN R 983 – Listing 1
The proposed development will be a
powerline, with the capacity of 132 kilovolts.
The powerline servitude will cover an area
of 10.54 ha, with a length of 3.4 km width of
The development of facilities or infrastructure for
31 m.
the transmission and distribution of electricity—
11

12

28

i.

However, vegetation clearance will occur
(i)
Outside urban areas or industrial
within an area of 3.4 km and width of 8m
complexes with a capacity of more than 33 but less
(2.72 ha). The powerline falls outside the
than 275 kilovolts
Pampierstad urban edge, as verified with the
Pampierstad Local Development Framework
(2008) and the Phokwane Local Municipality
Spatial Development Framework (2008).
The development of—
(i)
Infrastructure or structures with a physical The proposed development will be a
footprint of 100 square metres or more; where
powerline, with the capacity of 132 kilovolts.
such development occurs—
The powerline will cover an area of 5.44 ha,
(a)
Within a watercourse;
with a length of 3.4 km width of 16 m. The
(c)
If no development setback exists, within powerline falls across drainage lines and
32 metres of a watercourse, measured from the
artificial wetlands.
edge of a watercourse; —

Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or
institutional developments where such land was
used for agriculture or afforestation on or after 01
April 1998 and where such development:
ii.
will occur outside an urban area, where
the total land to be developed is bigger than
1 hectare;

The proposed development occurs outside of
an urban area and will encompass an area of
5.44 ha with a length of 3.4 km width of 16 m,
on land previously zoned for agriculture.
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ACTIVITY
NUMBER

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT ACTIVITY THAT
TRIGGERS LISTED ACTIVITY

GN R 985 – Listing 3

10

The development and related operation of facilities
or infrastructure for the storage, or storage and
handling of a dangerous good, where such storage
occurs in containers with a combined capacity of
30 but not exceeding 80 cubic metres.
The proposed development may require the
g.
Northern Cape
storage and handling of dangerous goods. The
ii.
Areas within a watercourse or wetland; or
powerline falls across and within 100 m of
within 100 metres from the edge of a watercourse
drainage lines and artificial wetlands in
or wetland;
Northern Cape and North West.
h.
North West
vi.
Areas within a watercourse or wetland, or
within 100 metres from the edge of a watercourse
or wetland.
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APPROACH TO THIS BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT
The BAs for the proposed project are presently in the planning phase. This phase serves primarily to
inform the public and relevant authorities about the proposed project and to determine any impacts.
These impacts will then be extensively addressed during the impact evaluation within the BA process.
Only after the full Basic Assessment Reports have been submitted will the relevant authorities make
a decision.
One Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) will be compiled per province, which will comprehensively
describe the activities and impacts that the project may have on the receiving environment, including
specialist reports and details from the PPP process. The DBAR and Environmental Management
Programme (EMPr) will be submitted for a 30 day public comment period.
Subsequent to the review and commenting period, a Final BAR will be compiled for submission to the
National Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF). This will include all public
comments and response to issues raised by I&APs.
Should the authorities grant approval via an environmental authorisation, all registered I&APs will be
notified accordingly and given the opportunity to appeal against the decision, should they so wish.

Figure 2: Proposed Basic Assessment Process Including Public Participation
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND BENEFITS
The following general impacts are anticipated from the mast construction works:






Dust generation
Soil erosion and pollution
Disturbance of surface geology
Vegetation and faunal impacts
Loss of habitat and ecosystem quality







Storm water alteration
Waste creation and storage
Visual impacts
Noise increase
Social impacts

The following specialist studies will be conducted to ascertain any potential impacts, positive and
negative, that may occur as a result of the potential authorization of the project, and to propose
mitigation measures for the construction and operation phases:
 Avifaunal Impact Assessment
 Ecological Impact Assessment
 Wetland Impact Assessment
 Heritage and Paleontological Impact Assessment
 Visual impact assessment
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HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED?
A Public Participation Process (PPP) is being conducted as part of the BA process for the proposed 3
kilometre 132 kV Ganspan Pering powerline. The aim of the PPP is to allow everyone who is interested
in, or likely to be affected by the proposed development to provide input into the process.
The Public Participation Process includes:
 Advertisement in a local newspaper;
 On-site signage;
 Written notifications and circulation of the BID (this document) to all identified I&APs and
stakeholders;
 30-day review of the reports by all registered I&APs and stakeholders.
If you consider yourself an interested and/or affected person/party, it is important that you become,
and remain, involved in the PPP. In order to do so, please follow the steps below to ensure that you
are continually informed of the project developments and will ensure your opportunity to raise issues
and concerns pertaining to the project.
STEP 1: Please register by responding to our notification and invitation, with your name and contact
details (details provided on cover page and below). As a registered I&AP, you will be informed of all
meetings, report reviews and project developments throughout the BA process.
STEP 2: Review and comment on reports that are made available. Your valuable inputs are needed to
ensure that accurate information is captured and that all potential issues are addressed.
CES is required to engage with all private and public parties that may be interested and/or affected by
the proposed interchange construction, in order to distribute information for review and comment in
a transparent manner.
In the same light, it is important for I&APs to note the following:
1. In order for CES to continue engaging with you, please ENSURE that you register on our database
by contacting the person below.
2. As the BA process is regulated by specific review and comment timeframes, it is your responsibility
to submit your comments within these timeframes.
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I hereby wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) for the
Basic Assessment Process
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Email / Postal Address:
________________________________________________________________________
Phone #: _____________________________
My initial comments, issues or concerns are:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Other individuals, stakeholders, organisations or entities that should be registered are:
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Email / Postal Address:
________________________________________________________________________
Phone #: _____________________________
Please return details to Aidan Gouws

72 Regency Drive, Route 21 Business Park, Centurion, Pretoria, 0178
Tel: (010) 045 1372

Fax: (046) 622 6564

Email: a.gouws@cesnet.co.za

