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APPENDIX K: NEED AND DESIRABILITY OF THE 

PROPOSED DE HOEK SOLAR PARK 
 

GUIDELINE ON NEED AND DESIRABILITY, EIA GUIDELINE AND INFORMATION 

DOCUMENT SERIES ( MARCH 2013) 

 

Answering the below questions, consistent with the environmental management 

principles contained in section 2 of NEMA, will ensure that all the relevant 

considerations have been taken into account. 
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Guideline on Need and Desirability 

EIA GUIDELINE AND INFORMATION DOCUMENT SERIES 

Comment 

securing ecological sustainable development and use of natural resources” 

How will this development (and its 

separate elements/aspects) impact on 

the ecological integrity of the area? 

 

The ecological impacts have been 

assessed as described in the Basic 

Assessment Report (BAR), by terrestrial, 

avifaunal, botanical and aquatic 

biodiversity specialists. The botanical 

impacts are likely to be low, given the 

scale of the project and its direct impact 

on indigenous vegetation (925m²) and 

habitats. The site has low biodiversity, a 

high infestation of alien invasive species 

and has a low to moderate potential to 

support SCC, as it is almost completely 

transformed save for the Degraded 

Shale Renosterveld Patches.  

The aquatic resources on the site are in 

similar condition and the development 

proposal is anticipated to have a low 

pre-mitigation impact on the water 

resources as  the watercourses are in a 

largely to seriously modified ecological 

condition and of low ecological 

importance and sensitivity. It is 

recommended that the watercourses at 

least be maintained in a largely modified 

ecological condition. The proposed 

activities are unlikely to degrade the 

condition of the watercourses further or 

to prevent their opportunity to be 

improved. The recommended buffer 

adjacent to the watercourses is at least 

20 m, as measured from the centre of 

the watercourse. 

How were the following ecological 

integrity considerations taken into 

account?:  

 

There were no plant or animal species of 

conservation concern identified during 

the site inspection, the area is 

dominated by land under cultivation, 

apart from the Degraded Shale 
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Threatened Ecosystems, 

 

Sensitive, vulnerable, highly dynamic or 

stressed ecosystems, such as coastal 

shores, estuaries, wetlands, and similar 

systems require specific attention in 

management and planning procedures,  

especially where they are subject to 

significant human resource usage and 

development pressure  

 

Critical Biodiversity Areas (“CBAs”) and 

Ecological Support Areas (“ESAs”),  

 

Conservation targets, Ecological drivers 

of the ecosystem,  

 

 Environmental attributes and 

management proposals contained in 

relevant Spatial   Development 

Framework, and  

 

 

Global and international responsibilities 

relating to the environment (e.g. 

RAMSAR sites, Climate Change, etc.).  

Renosterveld Patches which is listed as 

critically endangered, however habitat 

on a national basis, considered as low 

conservation value and the remainder 

of the area is dominated by alien 

vegetation. The watercourses are in 

seriously modified state and dominated 

by planted Peruvian pepper trees and 

eucalyptus. 

CBAs were identified in the screening 

report, and have been mapped- these 

will be avoided through micro-siting of 

infrastructure and will not be impacted 

on by the development. 

The site have mapped areas of ESA 2 

although the vegetation is 

degraded/transformed and the area in 

question hosts existing infrastructure 

which will be used as far as possible, 

reducing the impacts in this area..  

According to the WCBSP (2017), the 

footprint of the solar PV plant does not 

fall within a CBA, ESA or ONA. However, 

powerline options 1 and 2 run adjacent 

to a CBA and ESA along the northern 

section where it connects to the 

substation. The site visit indicated that 

this area is a drainage line planted with 

Peruvian Pepper Trees (Schinus molle) 

and transformed by agriculture. There 

was no indigenous vegetation within or 

adjacent to this area. Powerline option 3 

runs parallel to fragments of terrestrial 

CBA’s. The fragment that the powerline 

traverses on the eastern side of the N7 in 

the north is degraded as a result of 

mining activities and comprised mostly 

of exotic tree species such as eucalyptus 

 

This Swartland Shale Renosterveld 

vegetation type is listed as critically 

endangered with a conservation target 

of 26%. However, 90% of the area has 
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been totally transformed and as such 

the target is unattainable. 

 

The proposed development will reduce 

the pressure on non-renewable energy 

and will thus undertake its part in the 

global responsibility to reduce climate 

change. 

How will this development disturb or 

enhance ecosystems and/or result in the 

loss or protection of biological diversity? 

What measures were explored to firstly 

avoid these negative impacts, and 

where these negative impacts could not 

be avoided altogether, what measures 

were explored to minimise and remedy 

(including offsetting) the impacts? What 

measures were explored to enhance 

positive impacts? 

The development will destroy a small 

patch (925m²) of remnant degraded 

Shale Renosterveld and some of the 

powerline infrastructure will be placed 

within 32m of a seriously modified 

watercourse. 

Existing infrastructure will be used as far 

as possible and micro siting of the 

powerline towers will be done where 

feasible, to be placed outside the 20m 

buffers around drainage lines and 

feeder streams. 

 

Though there would be a direct loss of 

925m² of degraded Shale Renosterveld, 

the development will enhance the 

ecosystem through its contribution to the 

clearance of alien vegetation and 

ongoing control and management of 

alien species in the area, allowing it to 

restore in its integrity.  

How will this development pollute and/or 

degrade the biophysical environment? 

What measures were explored to firstly 

avoid these impacts, and where impacts 

could not be avoided altogether, what 

measures were explored to minimise 

and remedy (including offsetting) the 

impacts? What measures were explored 

to enhance positive impacts? 

The proposed development will 

generate waste during both the 

construction and operational phases. 

The PPC De Hoek  facility currently makes 

use of  municipal  waste  streams.  The 

Project will implement the principles set 

out in section 2 of NEMA and as far as 

possible separate and recycle waste. 

Even the solar panels will be recycled at 

their end of life cycle as part of the 

project decommissioning plan. This has 

been included in the EMPr 
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What waste will be generated by this 

development? What measures were 

explored to firstly avoid waste, and 

where waste could not be avoided 

altogether, what measures were 

explored to minimise, reuse and/or 

recycle the waste? What measures have 

been explored to safely treat and/or 

dispose of unavoidable waste? 

The proposed development will 

generate minimal waste during both the 

construction and operational phases in 

the form of construction spoil and 

cleared vegetation, with the 

operational phase producing domestic 

waste and transformer oil for coolant. 

The PPC De Hoek facility currently makes 

use of municipal waste streams.  The 

Project will implement the principles set 

out in section 2 of NEMA and as far as 

possible separate and recycle waste. 

Even the solar panels will be recycled at 

their end of life cycle as part of the 

project decommissioning plan. 

 How will this development disturb or 

enhance landscapes and/or sites that 

constitute the nation's cultural heritage? 

What measures were explored to firstly 

avoid these impacts, and where impacts 

could not be avoided altogether, what 

measures were explored to minimise 

and remedy (including offsetting) the 

impacts? What measures were explored 

to enhance positive impacts? 

 

There are moderate/low negative visual 

impacts associated with the 

development of the solar facility, 

however the placement (location) is 

partially screened from the N7 by the line 

of eucalyptus trees and the topography 

leading to low/moderate visual impacts 

to some of the neighbouring 

landowners. Additional mitigation 

measures have been provided by the 

visual specialist, but given the proximity 

of the PV facility directly adjacent to the 

PPC quarry, it does not present a high 

visual intrusion to the landscape.   

From a cultural heritage perspective, the 

area has been well assessed and 

mapped for heritage resources and no 

direct impacts were noted. The Chance 

finds procedure will implemented in the 

event that any middens, unmarked 

burials, or fossils are discovered. 

How will this development use and/or 

impact on renewable natural resources 

and the ecosystem of which they are 

part? Will the use of the resources and/or 

impact on the ecosystem jeopardise the 

integrity of the resource and/or system 

taking into account carrying capacity 

restrictions, limits of acceptable change, 

and thresholds? What measures were 

explored to firstly avoid the use of 

The proposed development is a solar 

park for renewable energy production, 

the impacts on the botanical and 

aquatic ecosystems have been 

assessed in terms of the limits of 

acceptable change, and mitigation 

measures provided to ensure that 

impacts can be reduced and that the 
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resources, or if avoidance is not possible, 

to minimise the use of resources? What 

measures were taken to ensure 

responsible and equitable use of the 

resources? What measures were 

explored to enhance positive impacts? 

 

integrity of ecological resources is 

maintained. 

Does the proposed development 

exacerbate the increased dependency 

on increased use of resources to 

maintain economic growth or does it 

reduce resource dependency (i.e. de-

materialised growth)? (note:  

sustainability requires that settlements 

reduce their ecological footprint by 

using less material and energy demands 

and reduce the amount of waste they 

generate, without compromising their 

quest to improve their  quality of life) 

Does the proposed use of natural 

resources constitute the best use 

thereof? Is the use justifiable when 

considering intra- and intergenerational 

equity, and are there more important 

priorities for which the resources should 

be used (i.e. what are the opportunity 

costs of using these resources for the 

proposed development alternative?) 

Do the proposed location, type and 

scale of development promote a 

reduced dependency on resources? For 

example, can the development be 

located more appropriately to reduce 

the dependency of resources needed 

for service infrastructure? 

The transformation of a historically and 

severely modified landscape, such as in 

the area under cultivation of wheat, to a 

sustainable form of power generation 

which will benefit the local economy, 

reduce carbon emissions and have a 

low water requirement has an overall 

reduction in the resource dependency 

and makes the best practicable use of 

the available resources. 

 

It does constitute the best use of natural 

resources as renewable energy inputs 

will ensue from transforming a portion of 

low production agricultural land, whilst 

not impacting on the remaining 

agricultural activities. The spatial 

efficiency and use of existing 

infrastructure, the low sensitivity 

environment and low risk of 

environmental degradation constitutes 

the best use of the available space.  

• How were a risk-averse and cautious 

approach applied in terms of ecological 

impacts? 

 • What are the limits of current 

knowledge (note: the gaps, 

uncertainties and assumptions must be 

clearly stated)? 

Specialist assessments of potential 

impacts were undertaken of the 

ecological impacts, to reduce 

uncertainties, assumptions, and gaps.  

The specialists (Ecological and Aquatic) 

deemed the risks and impacts to be low. 

Mitigation and impact management 

measures have been included in the 

EMPr as recommended by the 
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• What is the level of risk associated with 

the limits of current knowledge? 

• Based on the limits of knowledge and 

the level of risk, how and to what extent 

was a risk-averse and cautious 

approach applied to the development? 

specialists, to allow for further reduction 

of impacts on any resources.  

 

How will the ecological impacts resulting 

from this development impact on 

people’s environmental right in terms 

following: 

• Negative impacts: e.g. access to 

resources, opportunity costs, loss of 

amenity (e.g. open space), air and 

water quality impacts, nuisance (noise, 

odour, etc.), health impacts, visual 

impacts, etc. What measures were taken 

to firstly avoid negative impacts, but if 

avoidance is not possible, to minimise, 

manage and remedy negative impacts?  

• Positive impacts: e.g. improved access 

to resources, improved amenity, 

improved air or water quality, etc. What 

measures were taken to enhance 

positive impacts?  

• Describe the linkages and 

dependencies between human 

wellbeing, livelihoods and ecosystem 

services applicable to the area in 

question and how the development’s 

ecological impacts will result in socio-

economic impacts (e.g. on livelihoods, 

loss of heritage site, opportunity costs, 

etc.)? 

• Based on all of the above, how will this 

development positively or negatively 

impact on ecological integrity 

objectives/targets/considerations of the 

area? 

The proposed expansion is not 

anticipated to have  

significant negative impacts on people’s 

environmental right. The negative 

impacts are associated with nuisance 

impacts such as noise and traffic, as well 

as dust and H&S risks which can all be 

reduced through mitigation measures. 

Visual impacts are expected to be low 

given the location of the development 

and the nature of the surrounding 

development 

 

The overall assessed socio-economic 

impacts outweigh the negative 

ecological impacts which are expected 

to occur as a result of the proposed 

development. 

The project is anticipated to make a 

positive contribution towards 

employment and economic 

development in the area.  

The proposed development addresses a 

socioeconomic need, is consistent with 

municipal and provincial planning, and 

does not result in unacceptable 

degradation of the environment. 

 

The proposed development is expected 

to negatively impact the ecological 

integrity of the Degraded Shale 

Renosterveld vegetation patch as 925m² 

will be destroyed in order to implement 

the most efficient space layout of the PV 

plant.  
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This Swartland Shale Renosterveld 

vegetation type is listed as critically 

endangered with a conservation target 

of 26%. However, 90% of the area has 

been totally transformed and as such 

the target is unattainable. The project 

will indirectly improve the integrity of the 

remaining portion of Shale Renosterveld 

through restoration, protection and 

management of the alien vegetation 

which currently dominates it, however 

925m² will be destroyed by the 

development. 

Considering the need to secure 

ecological integrity and a healthy 

biophysical environment, describe how 

the alternatives identified (in terms of all 

the different elements of the 

development and all the different 

impacts being proposed), resulted in the 

selection of the “best practicable 

environmental option” in terms of 

ecological considerations?  

The preferred alternative makes the best 

spatial use of the property, smallest 

development footprint, makes use of 

existing infrastructure where possible 

and uses the shortest powerline route 

between PV site and substation.  

 

 

Describe the positive and negative 

cumulative ecological/biophysical 

impacts bearing in mind the size, scale, 

scope and nature of the project in 

relation to its location and existing and 

other planned developments in the 

area?  

Negative cumulative impacts of the 

development are largely Low/Moderate 

and the same as the direct impacts due 

to the locality of the project and the 

impacts being confined to the area. The 

loss of Degraded Shale Renosterveld on 

a regional scale  

 

What is the socio-economic context of the area, based on, amongst other 

considerations, the following considerations?: 

o The IDP (and its sector plans’ vision, 

objectives, strategies, indicators and 

targets) and any other strategic plans, 

frameworks of policies applicable to the 

area,  

o Spatial priorities and desired spatial 

patterns (e.g. need for integrated of 

segregated communities, need to 

The needs and desirability of the project 

are foremost aligned with the IDP, SDF, 

EMF of the local municipality, which 

highlights the need and desirability of 

implementing such a project. The 

location has been carefully selected 

and the alternatives assessed with 

specialist impact assessments 

undertaken to ensure that the area 
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upgrade informal settlements, need for 

densification, etc.),  

o Spatial characteristics (e.g. existing 

land uses, planned land uses, cultural 

landscapes, etc.), and  

o Municipal Economic Development 

Strategy (“LED Strategy”) 

selected for development will indeed 

cause the least environmental 

degradation, contribute to sustainable 

development and reduce the pressure 

on non-renewable energy sources, 

reduce carbon emissions, be a positive 

example of  the goals of Bergrivier 

Municipality and assist with the growth 

and sustainable operations of the PPC 

Cement factory which is a major 

economic contributor to the region. The 

project’s need and desirability can be 

seen as an investment in the future and 

ongoing operations at PPC.  

 

Has the precautionary principle been 

applied?  

“a risk-averse and cautious approach is 

applied, which takes into account the 

limits of current knowledge about the 

consequences of decisions and actions” 

 

The project does not present a threat of 

serious or irreversible environmental 

damage; nor is there scientific 

uncertainty as to the nature and scope 

of the threat of environmental damage. 

The impacts have been assessed and 

quantified through the specialist 

assessments.  

Considering the socio-economic context, what will the socio-economic impacts be 

of the development (and its separate elements/aspects), and specifically also on 

the socio-economic objectives of the area? 

Will the development complement the 

local  socio-economic initiatives (such 

as local  economic development (LED) 

initiatives), or skills development 

programs? 

How will this development address the 

specific  physical, psychological, 

developmental, cultural and social 

needs and interests of the relevant  

communities?  

• Will the development result in 

Positive socio-economic impacts in the 

form of employment creation and the 

indirect benefits of economic growth 

are anticipated in the construction and 

operational phases. Lower-skilled 

construction- phase employment is 

expected to be sourced from the local 

community of Piketberg. 



CES Environmental and Social Advisory Services  PPC De Hoek Solar Park 
10 

  

 

equitable (intra- and inter-generational) 

impact distribution, in the short-and long 

term? Will the impact be socially and 

economically sustainable in the short- 

and long- term? 

 

In terms of location, describe how the placement of the  

proposed development will 

result in the creation of residential and 

employment opportunities in close 

proximity to or integrated with each 

other, 

reduce the need for transport of people 

and goods,  

• result in access to public  transport  or  

enable non- 

motorised and pedestrian transport  (e.g. 

will the development result in 

densification and the  

achievement of thresholds in terms 

public transport) 

The development is anticipated to 

create employment opportunities during 

the construction and operational phase 

phase, but has no bearing on transport 

or public transport. 

compliment other uses in the area, The proposed development is directly 

adjacent to the existing PPC mining and 

quarry operations 

be in line with the planning for the area, The proposed development of the site 

will be in line with the Municipality’s 

Spatial Development Framework 

optimise the use of existing resources 

and infrastructure, 

Exiting infrastructure and disturbed areas 

have been selected for use as far as 

possible. 

opportunity costs in terms of bulk 

infrastructure expansions  in  non-priority  

areas (e.g. not  aligned  with the bulk 

infrastructure planning for the settlement 

that reflects  the  spatial  reconstruction 

priorities of the settlement),   

No bulk services will be required or 

constructed as part of the development. 

discourage "urban sprawl" and 

contribute to compaction/densification, 

Directly adjacent to the existing PPC 

mining and quarry operations 
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contribute to the correction of the 

historically  

distorted spatial  patterns  of  settlements  

and to the optimum  use  of  existing  

infrastructure  in  excess  of  current 

needs, 

Existing infrastructure is used as far as 

possible 

encourage environmentally sustainable 

land  

development practices and processes, 

Makes use of brownfields site of low 

agricultural value, compact design with 

smallest possible footprint through 

design and layout. 

take  into  account  special  locational  

factors  that might favour the specific 

location (e.g. the location  of a strategic 

mineral resource, access to the port, 

access to rail, etc.), 

Access routes exist around the proposed 

site, this reduces the need to develop 

additional access roads. Its proximity to 

the PPC mine and factory and existing 

substation reduce the length of the 

required transmission line, this reduces 

the overall footprint of the proposed 

development and its associated 

impacts. 

the investment in the settlement or area 

in question will generate the highest  

socio-economic returns (i.e. an area 

with high economic potential), 

Positive socio-economic impacts in the 

form of employment creation and the 

indirect benefits of economic growth 

are anticipated in the construction and 

operational phases. Lower-skilled 

construction- phase employment is 

expected to be sourced from the local 

community of Piketberg. 

impact on the sense of history, sense of 

place and heritage  of  the  area  and  

the  socio-cultural  and cultural-historic 

characteristics and sensitivities of the  

area, and 

The proposed development has been 

assessed and is not anticipated to 

impact on any heritage resources and 

the visual assessment has deemed the 

impacts on sense of place to be low. 

in terms of the nature, scale and  

location  of  the development promote 

or act as a catalyst to create a more 

integrated settlement? 

The nature, scale and location of the 

development does not directly create a 

more integrated settlement, but rather 

promotes cohesion through the 

contribution to the local and regional 

economy and support of the sustainable 

operations of the PPC factory. 

• How were a risk-averse and cautious 

approach applied in terms of socio-

economic impacts? 

The economic  outcome of the 

proposed development is limited in that 
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What are the limits of current knowledge 

(note: the gaps, uncertainties and 

assumptions must be clearly stated)?  

o What is the level of risk (note: related to 

inequality, social fabric, livelihoods, 

vulnerable communities, critical 

resources, economic vulnerability and 

sustainability) associated with the limits 

of current knowledge? 

 Based on the limits of knowledge and 

the level of risk, how and to what extent 

was a risk-averse and cautious 

approach applied to the development 

(and its alternatives)? 

its value contribution can not quantified 

at this point..  

The scale and nature of the 

development, and the fact that socio-

economic impacts are anticipated to 

be positive while ecological  impacts are 

anticipated to be negative, but have 

been assessed found to be of an 

acceptable level, means that the does 

not pose a risk with regards to 

knowledge gaps. 

How will the socio-economic impacts 

resulting from this development impact 

on people’s environmental right in terms 

following:  

o Negative impacts: e.g. health (e.g. 

HIV-Aids), safety, social ills, etc. What 

measures were taken to firstly avoid 

negative impacts, but if avoidance is not 

possible, to minimise, manage and 

remedy negative impacts?  

 

None anticipated 

o Positive impacts. What measures were 

taken to enhance positive impacts? 

Positive socioeconomic impacts in the 

form of employment creation and the 

indirect benefits of economic growth 

are anticipated in the construction and 

operational phases.  

Construction phase workers are 

expected to predominantly be sourced 

from Piketberg and the surrounding 

area. 

Considering the linkages and 

dependencies between human 

wellbeing, livelihoods and ecosystem 

services, describe the linkages and 

dependencies applicable to the area in 

question and how the development’s 

socio-economic impacts will result in 

ecological impacts (e.g. over utilisation 

Human wellbeing depends on a 

functioning ecosystem which provides a 

variety of ecosystem services. The 

impacts of the proposed development 

on botanical, and aquatic resources 

have been assessed and mitigation has 

been proposed to reduce negative 

impacts to an acceptable level. The 
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of natural resources, etc.)? 

• What measures were taken to pursue 

the selection of the “best practicable 

environmental option” in terms of socio-

economic considerations?  

development's socio-economic impacts 

will result in ecological impacts, but 

these are manageable and mitigable. 

The ecological impacts are not of an 

unacceptable level and are 

manageable. Th trade off will create 

employment opportunities and a move 

to a greener energy production and 

economy. 

What measures were taken to pursue 

environmental justice so that adverse 

environmental impacts shall not be 

distributed in such a manner as to 

unfairly discriminate against any person, 

particularly vulnerable and 

disadvantaged persons (who are the 

beneficiaries and is the development 

located appropriately)?  

The negative impacts of the proposed  

development can be mitigated by the 

implementation of the environmental 

management programme.  

The development is intended to support 

economic growth and job creation 

within the local community and have an 

overall positive impact on human health 

and the environment through the 

reduced pressure on non-renewable 

energy sources. 

Considering the need for social equity 

and justice, do the alternatives 

identified, allow the “best practicable 

environmental option” to be selected, or 

is there a need for other alternatives to 

be considered?  

• What measures were taken to pursue 

equitable access to environmental 

resources, benefits and services to meet 

basic human needs and ensure human 

wellbeing, and what special measures 

were taken to ensure access thereto by 

categories of persons disadvantaged by 

unfair discrimination?  

There are no adverse environmental 

impacts identified that will unfairly 

discriminate against any person.  

 

The preferred alternative identified is 

considered sufficient to allow the best 

practicable environmental option to be 

selected  

What measures were taken to ensure 

that the responsibility for the 

environmental health and safety 

consequences of the development has 

been addressed throughout the 

development’s life cycle?  

The proposed development is not 

anticipated to impact on access to 

environmental resources, benefits and 

services to meet basic human needs 

and wellbeing – no  special measures for 

access are therefore required. The 

impacts are localised and occur on land 

owned by PPC, the only impact would 

be the loss of a portion of the area under 

agriculture. The impact of this loss is 
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considered to be of low significance 

given the availability of land under 

similar production in the area. 

The development may have a positive 

bearing on access to energy as it will 

reduce reliance on non-renewable 

sources. 

What measures were taken to ensure 

that the interests, needs and values of all 

interested and affected parties were 

taken into account, and that adequate 

recognition were given to all forms of 

knowledge, including traditional and 

ordinary knowledge? 

Consultations through the public 

participation process will engage with 

interested and affected parties through 

various methods to invite feedback and 

comment to improve upon the project 

where possible. 

 

Considering the interests, needs and 

values of all the interested and affected 

parties, describe how the development 

will allow for opportunities for all the 

segments of the community (e.g.. a 

mixture of low-, middle-, and high-

income housing opportunities) that is 

consistent with the priority needs of the 

local area (or that is proportional to the 

needs of an area)?  

Opportunity Cost associated with the 

work, and what measures have been 

taken to ensure that the right of workers 

to refuse-such work will be respected 

and protected?  

It is estimated that 11 skilled and 

approximately 35-50 unskilled 

employment opportunities are to be 

created during the construction phase. 

Approximately 6 skilled and 10-20 

unskilled employment opportunities will 

be created over the 20-year lifespan of 

the proposed facility. It should however 

be noted that employment during the 

construction phase will be temporary, 

whilst being long-term during the 

operational phase. Therefore, the 

proposed solar facility would help to 

address the need for increased and 

stable electricity supply while also be 

providing advanced skills transfer and 

training to the local communities and 

creating contractual and permanent 

employment in the area. 

Describe how the development will 

impact on job creation in terms of, 

amongst other aspects:  

o the number of temporary versus 

permanent jobs that will be created,  

o whether the labour available in the 

area will be able to take up the job 

opportunities (i.e. do the required skills 

match the skills available in the area),  

o the distance from where labourers will 

have to travel, o the location of jobs 

opportunities versus the location of 

impacts (i.e. equitable distribution of 
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costs and benefits), and o the 

opportunity costs in terms of job creation 

(e.g. a mine might create 100 jobs in the 

short and medium term, but impact on 

1000 permanent agricultural jobs, etc.) 

The role of renewables as a core strategy 

in mitigating global climate change is 

undisputed. What is more, renewable 

energies are seen as a means to 

reconcile the urgently needed 

decarbonisation of energy systems with 

sustainable economic development. 

Renewable   energies have a favourable 

effect on health by bringing about 

improved air quality in cities, for  

example. Regenerative energy 

technologies can even make a key 

contribution to development challenges 

such as poverty eradication by enabling 

greater access to  energy,  especially  in 

developing countries . However, in this 

instance the major contributing factor is 

reduced pressure and demand on non-

renewable energy (Eskom) so there will 

be less stress and possible reduction in 

tariffs which will improve access to 

energy, reduction in power outs 

What measures were taken to ensure:  

that there were intergovernmental 

coordination and harmonisation of 

policies, legislation and actions relating 

to the environment, and that actual or 

potential conflicts of interest between 

organs of state were resolved through 

conflict resolution procedures? 

The authority consultation process which 

will be ongoing will assist in coordinating 

the policies, legislation and  mandates of 

the various organs of state at local, 

district and provincial levels.   

Furthermore, the proposed expansion 

has been considered in accordance 

with the IDP, SDF, EMF of the local 

municipality which are in accordance 

with National policy documents. 

What measures were taken to ensure 

that the environment will be held in 

public trust for the people, that the 

beneficial use of environmental 

resources will serve the public interest, 

and that the environment will be 

protected as the people’s common 

heritage?  

• Are the mitigation measures proposed 

realistic and what long-term 

environmental legacy and managed 

burden will be left? 

The EIA process, including the public 

participation that is an integral and 

ongoing  part of an EIA, is a means of 

managing potential impacts on 

environmental resources and 

determining whether the proposed use 

of resources is in the public interest. 

Furthermore, the project is that of 

municipal service delivery to the 

community. 
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What measures were taken to ensure 

that the costs of remedying pollution, 

environmental degradation and 

consequent adverse health effects and 

of preventing, controlling or minimising 

further pollution, environmental damage 

or adverse health effects will be borne 

by those responsible for harming the 

environment?  

The applicant will assume responsibility 

for the implementation and for 

compliance with any authorisations 

which would take into account the 

appropriate mitigation measures 

included in the EMPr as assessed and 

recommended by the specialists.  

Considering the need to secure 

ecological integrity and a healthy bio-

physical environment, describe how the 

alternatives identified (in terms of all the 

different elements of the development 

and all the different impacts being 

proposed), resulted in the selection of 

the best practicable environmental 

option in terms of socio-economic 

considerations?  

Section H of the BAR elaborates on the 

alternatives investigated. 

Describe the positive and negative 

cumulative socio-economic impacts 

bearing in mind the size, scale, scope 

and nature of the project in relation to its 

location and other planned 

developments in the area? 

Negative cumulative socio-economic 

impacts are not anticipated in relation 

to the proposed development. 

There are no known planned 

developments in the area. 


