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12 March 2020 
 
CES Environmental and Social Advisory Services  
Care of Caroline Evans 
 
Per email: C.Evans@cesnet.co.za 
 
Dear Caroline 
 

 
 

PEER REVIEW OF VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (VIA) REPORT 
 

Proposed Albany Wind Energy Facility (WEF), Eastern Cape Province 
 
 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
Lourens du Plessis was appointed by CES Environmental and Social Advisory Services to undertake an 
independent peer review for a visual impact assessment (VIA) for the Proposed Albany WEF. 
 

2. SCOPE OF THE REVIEW 
 
This peer review is an independent assessment of the methodology and approach utilised by CES with 
regard to the VIA. The review assesses whether the VIA has adopted best practice, comprehensively 
applied methodologies that reflect best practice and drawn conclusions that are reasonably supported 
by the adopted methodology. 
 

3. REVIEWER 
 
Lourens provides professional Geographical Information Systems (GIS) services to a wide range of 
clients that require the processing, analysis and presentation of geospatial data. His overarching 
function is the application of GIS in environmental management and planning, impact assessments and 
spatial modelling, but his services often extend to a much broader range of business sectors.   
 
He is an accomplished Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) specialist who has successfully undertaken over a 
100 visual impact assessments for a wide variety of developments, ranging from mining, renewable 
energy facilities, power lines to roads and lodges. 
 
He has a BA degree in Geography and Anthropology and is a Professional Geo-Information Sciences 
(GISc) Practitioner registered with the South African Geomatics Council (SAGC).  Membership number 
PGP0147. 
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4. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Albany Wind Power (Pty) Ltd proposes to develop a commercial Wind Energy Facility (WEF) just outside 
Grahamstown in the Eastern Cape. The proposed facility is located within the Makana Local 
Municipality.  
 
The proposed Albany WEF will have total maximum output capacity of 297 MW, and will include the 
following:  
 

• 66 wind turbines, each with a maximum hub height of up to 130m and a maximum blade tip height of 
up to 215m;  

• Concrete foundations to support the turbines;  
• Cabling between the turbines, to be laid underground where practical;  
• A transformer station for each wind turbine;  
• Access roads to the site and between project components;  
• An IPP substation;  
• Two collector substations;  
• Overhead powerline to connect the facility to the electrical grid; and  
• Laydown areas, crane hardstand pads, administrative buildings and offices.  

 
5. PEER REVIEW OF SPECIALIST REPORT 

 
Please note: the peer reviewer received the VIA report at a very late stage in the process and has had 
very limited time to produce this peer review report. 
 
Having stated the limitations of the time allowed for this desktop review, the reviewer is of the opinion 
that the VIA report have generally adopted a methodology that was sound and in line with best 
practice.  The view sheds generated appear accurate and most mitigation measures recommended are 
sensible, practical and appropriate to the nature and scale of the proposed development.  Additionally 
direct (primary), indirect (secondary) and cumulative impacts were considered and addressed. 
 
The reviewer is generally in agreement with the significance of the visual impacts as stated within the 
VIA, but may require an additional opportunity and sufficient time to make specific recommendations 
regarding additions or alterations to the report, or whether the proposed development is acceptable in 
nature or fatally-flawed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

_____ 
Lourens du Plessis (PrGISc)


