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Privaie Bag X 447- PRETORIA -0001- Environment House -473 Steve Blko Road, Arcadia: PRETORIA
DFFE Reforence: {4/12/168/3/3/1/2333
Enquirles: Zamalanga Langa
Telephone: (012) 389 9389 E-mall: ZLANGAMdffe.qov.2a
Martina Phiri
Eskom Holdings SOC Limited
PO Box 1092
JOHANNESBURG
2001

Telephone Number:  (011) 800 3550
Email Address: PhiriM@eskom.co.za

PER EMAIL / MAIL
Dear Martina Phiri

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT NO. 107 OF 1938, AS AMENDED: FOR THE ESKOM JUNO
GROMIS 400kV LINE DEVIATION, MATZIKAMA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE

With reference to the above application, please be advised that the Department has decided to grant
authorisation. The Environmental Authorisation (EA) and reasons for the decision are attached herewith.

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (the EIA
Regulations), you are instructed to nofify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
14 {fourteen) days of the date of the decision as well as the provislons regarding the submission of appeals that
are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act No. 3 of 2000, you are entitled to the right to falr,
lawful and reasonable administrative action; and fo written reasons for administrative action that affects you
negatively. Further your attention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal [nformation Act, Act
No. 4 of 2013 which stipulate that the Department should conduct itself in a responsible manner when collecting,
processing, storing and sharing an Individual or another entlty's persanal infermation by holding the Department
accountable should the Department abuse or compromise your personal Infarmation in any way.

Your attention Is drawn to Chapter 2 of Nafional Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 National
Appeal Regulations published under Government Notica R893 in Government Gazette No. 38303 dated 08
December 2014 (National Appeal Regulations, 2014), which prescribes the appeal procedure to be followed.
Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the Istter of notificatien fo
interested and affectad parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this declsion, he/she must submit the appeal to the appsal
administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and aifected party, and any
organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the decision was
sent to the reglstered Interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent fo the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.
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Chiel Directorate: Infegrated Environmental Autfiorisations

Appeals must be submitted In writing In the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mantioned addresses.

By emall: appeals@environment.qov.za

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko
Arcadia
Pretoria
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447
Pretoria
ago1

Please note that In terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the Instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal fom and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at htips:/www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations or request a
capy of the documents at appeals@environment.gov.za.

Yours faithfully

oc: | DrAlan Carter | Coastal and Environmental Services Fiy) Ltd. ¥a CES | Email: e
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DFFE Reference: 14/112/18/3/3/1/2333
Project Title: EA FOR THE ESKOM JUNC GROMIS 400kV LINE DEVIATION, MATZIKAMA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, WESTERN CAPE PROVINCE.
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Environmental Authorisation

In terms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amencled

The Eskom Juno Gromis 400kV Line Deviation, Matzlkama local munlcipallty, Western Cape Province.

West Coast District Municlpality

| Authorisation register number: | 14/1216/3/3/1/2333

| Lastamended: | First issue

'Holder of authorisation: ~ Eskom Holdings SOC Limted

Location of activity: Ward 8 in Matzikama local municipality,
West Coast District Municipality.

WESTERN CAPE PRQVINCE,

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any other
statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the aetivity.



Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject fo compliance with the
conditions of this Environmental Authorisation, that the applicant should be autharised to undertake the activities
specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this Environmental Authorisation may result in criminal prosacution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended and the
EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.
Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred onit by the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as
amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the Department hereby
authorises —

ESKOM HOLDINGS SOC LIMITED
(hereafter referred to as the holder of the authorisation)
with the following contact details —

Martina Phiri

Eskom Holdings SOC Limited
PO Box 1092
JOHANNESBURG

2001

Tel: 011800 3550
Cell. 082468 2137
E-mail: PhiriM{@eskom.co.za
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to undertake the following activities (hereatfter referred to as "the activity”) indicated in Listing Notice 1 of the EIA
Regulations, 2014 as amended:

| Activity number
| Listing Notice 1. Item 12:

The development of-

(i) infrasiructure or structures with a physicel footprint of
100 square metres or more;

whers such development occurs-

(a) within a walercourse;

| Activity description

(c) i no development setback exists, within 32 metres of a

The study area contalns a number of
watercourses that will be affected during the
construction of the proposed development.
Some of the towers/pylon structures wilt be |
located within 32 meters of a watercoursa.
The total combined footprint of the propased

watercourse, measured from the edge of a watercourse. | pylons is expected to be more than 100m?. |

Listing Notice 1, ttem 19:

The Infiliing or deposifing of any material of more than 10
cubic metres Info, or the dredging of, excavation, removal
or moving of soll, sand, shells, shell grit, pebbles or rock of
more than 10 cubic melres from a walercourse; but
excluding whers such Inflling, depositing, dredging,
excavation, removal or moving —

(a} wilf ocour behind a development sethack;
(b) is for maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance
with & maintenance management plan.

' Listing Natice 1, item 28:

Residential, mixed, rolail, commercial, intustrial or|

institutional developments where such land was used for
agricufture, game fanming, equestian purposes or
afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and whera such
development:

(H) will occur outside an urban area, where the fotal land fo
be developed is bigger than 1 hectare; excluding where
such land has already been developed for residentlal,
mixed, refadl, commercial, industrial or Instifutional

pUIPOSes.

Access roads required for the construction
and maintenance of the 15km power line |
deviation will require the infiling and/or
excavation of material of more than 10m?
into/from a watercourse.

The proposad pylon sfructures and access
roads (considered industrial development)
will take place on land which Is zoned for
agriculture. The fotal foofprint of the |
development will be farger than '1ha outside
of an urban area. |




Listing Nofice 2. Hem 09:
The -davelopment of facilities or infrastruciure for the

transmission and distribution of electricity with a capacity
of 275 kilovolts or more outside urban areas or industrial
complexes.

While the proposed 400 kV powerline
deviation exceeds the 275 kV threshold
stipulated in this activity, this Infrastructure
fals within an approved Strategic
Transmission Corridor and as such would
only be subject fo a Basic Asessmentl
Process, as per GN 113 of 16 February 2018
(repealed by GN 787 of 17 July 2020).

Listing Notice 3, ltem 04:
The development of a road wider than 4 metres with a
reserve less than 13,5 metres.

i. Westem Cape

| if. Outside urban areas:

(aa} Areas containing indigenous vegetation,

The proposed development would requira
the construction of access roads that would |
be used during both construction and
operation phases, which will be wider than 4
meters, outside an urban area in the Westem
Cape, in ameas containing indigenous |
vegetation.

' Usting Notice 3, item 12;
The clearance of 300 square metras or more of indigenous
vegetation where:

(i)within critical biodiversity areas identified in bioregional
plans;

Listing Notice 3, ltem 14
The development of

(fi) infrastructure or structures with a physical footprint of
10 square metres or more;

where such development oocurs:

(a) within a watercourse;

(¢) if no development setback has been adopted, within 32
metres of a wafercourse, measured from the edge of a
walsrourse,

i. Westem Cape

i Outsitle urban areas.

CBAs occur within the proposed powerline
corridor. '

The proposed access roads and pylon
sfructures will traverse watercourses and be
located within 32m of a watercourse within
identified CBA areas, both temestrial and |
aquatic In the Western Cape.




' ff) Crtical Biodiversity Areas or ecosystem service
areas as identified in systematic biodiversiy plans
adopied by the competent authorfly or bioregional I

‘ plans. | '

as described in the Basic Assassment Report (BAR) dated October 2021 at:
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Route Deviation ' Latitude Longitude |

1. 31°1227.08'S | 17°586.31°E |

2. - | 31°123432'S 17°558'17.51°E

3. - 31°12'1113'S | 17°56'4046'E

4, 31°11'41.97°S; 17°56'57.25'E

5. . 31°111.75'S 17°5812.10°E

6. 31°11'44.34'S 18° 0'38.06"E

. T [ar1saes 18° 045.34°E

'8, 31°1244.78°S | 18° 0'9.64°E

8. 31°138.67'S 18° 06.91°E |

16, 31°1325.93°S 18°021.34°E

1. 31°1334.39'S 18° 042.49°E

- for the Eskom Juno Gromis 400kV line deviation, Matzikama Local Municipality, Westem Cape Provinc,
hereafter referred to as “the property”.
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This deviation is approximately 15 km in length and located near Nuwerus within the Matzlkama Local
Municipality, West Coast Dlstrict in the Western Cape. within the Strategic Transmission Comidor Approximate

tower parameters are as follows:

e Number and types of towers — 518H self-supporting suspension fower and 517E and 517F self-
supporting strain towers are proposed to be used.

» Tower spacing (mean and maximum) — Power line towers {or pylons) are an average distance of 450m
apart with the longest span being 656,34m.

» Tower height (lowest, mean and height) — Lowest: 24.8m, Mean: 33.8m, Maximum: 40.9m

o Conductor attachment helght (mean) - 27m.

e  Minimum ground clearance — 9m.

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

1. The Eskom Juno Gromis 400kV transmigslon power line deviation (Kudu Integration Project), Matzikama
Local Municipality, Western Cape Province, ls approved as per the geographic coordinates cited In the table
above.

2. Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contatned in this Environmental Authorisation, which
form part of the Environmental Authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

3. The holder of the authorisation Is responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions contained in this
Environmental Authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder's behalf, Including but not limited
to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or person rendering a service to the
holder of the authorisation.

4. The activities authorised may only be camied out at the property as described above.

5. Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this Environmental Authorisation must
be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In assessing
whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as it deems necessary
to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the
hoider of the authorisation to apply for further Environmental Authorisation in terms of the reguiations.
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6. The holder of an Environmental Authorisation must apply for an amendment of the Environmental
Authorisation with the Competent Authority for any alienation, transfer or change of ownership rights in the
property an which the activity Is to take place.

7. This actlvity must commence within a period of ten (10) years from the date of Issue of this Environmental
Authorisation. If commencement of the activity does not occur within thet period, the authorisation lapses
and a new application for Envirenmental Authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be
undertaken.

8. Construction must be compieted within five (05) years of the commencement of the activity on site.

9, Commencement with one activity listed in terms of this Environmental Authorisation constitutes
commencement of all authorised activities.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

10.  The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested-and affected party, in writing and
within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Environmental Authorisation, of the decislon to
authorise the activity.

11.  The notification referred to must —

11.1. specify the date on which the authorisation was Issued;

11.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for In the National Appeal
Regulations, 2014;

11.3. advise the inferested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on request;
and

11.4. give the reasons of the Competent Authority for the decision.

Commencement of the activity

12.  The authorised activity shall not commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed as
per the National Appeal Regulaﬂons, 2014, and no appeal has been lodged against the declsion. In terms
of Sectlon 43(7), an appeal under Section 43 of the Nationai Environmental Management Act, Act No.
107 of 1988, as amended wiil suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence with the activity until
such time that the appeal has been finalised.
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Management of the actlvity

13.
14,

15.

18.

17.

The site layout pians as attached as Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2 of the BAR dated August 2021 is approved.
The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) as attached as appendix D1 submitted as part of
the BAR dated October 2021 is approved and must be Implemented and adhered to.

The EMPr must be implementad and strictly enforced during all phases of the project. It shall be seen as
a dynamic document and shall be included in all contract documentation for all phases of the development
when approved.

Changes to the approved EMPr must be submitted in accordance to the EIA Regulations applicable at
the time.

The Department reserves the right to amend the approved EMPr should any impacts that were not
anticlpated or covered in the BAR bs discovered.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports, contemplated In
Condition 28 below, indicate insufficlent mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the
undertaking of the activity, or insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or
EMPr.

The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to ractify the shoricomings Identified in the
envircnmental audit report.

The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Depeartment for approval together with the environmental
audit report, as per Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended. The updated EMPr must
have been subjected to a public participation process, which process has been agreed fo by the
Department, prior to submission of the updated EMPr to the Department for approval.

In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit, the
Department will consider the processes prescribed In Regulation 35 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as
amended. Prior to approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such amendments to the
EMPr as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficlently provides for avoidance, management
and mitigation of environmental Impacts assoclated with the undertaking of the activity.

The holder of the authorisation must apply for an amendment of an EMPr, If such amendment is required
before an audit Is required. The amendment process Is prescribed in Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations,
2014, as amended. The holder of the authorisation must request comments on the proposed amendments
fo the impact management outcomes of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure
plan from potentially interested and affected partles, Including the competent authority, by using any of
the methods provided for in the Act for a period of at least 30 days.




Monltoring

23. The holder of the authorigation must appoint an experienced Environmental Contral Officer (ECO) for the

construction phase of the development that wil have the responsiblity to ensure that the
mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this environmental authorisation are
implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

231.  The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

232, Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the

Direcior: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

233, The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a

task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

23.4. The ECO must remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation

due fo construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for operation.

Recording and reporting to the Department

24,

25.

26.

27,

28.

29,

All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/cortipliance reports and notifications, required to be submitted to
the Department in terms of this envionmental authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monftoring of the Department.

The holder of the environmental authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental
authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that project compliance with the conditions of the
environmental authorisation and the EMPr are audlted, and that the audit reports are submitted to the
Diractor: Compiliance Monitoring of the Department.

The frequency of auditing and’ of submission of the environmental audit reports must be as per the
frequency indicated In the EMPr, taking into account the processes for such audlting as prescribed in
Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended.

The holder of the authorisation must, in addition, submit environmental audit reports to the Department
within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of site handover) and a final
environmental audit report within 30 days of completion of rehabilitation activities.

The environmental audit reports must be compiled in accordance with Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations,
2014 as amended and must indicate the date of the audtt, the name of the auditor and the cutcome of the
audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well as the requirements

of the approved EMPr.
Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection fo any
relevant and competent authority in respect of this development, .
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Notification to authorities

30. A written notification of commencement must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days
prior o the commencement of the activity. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site
preparation. The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commencs, as well
as a reference number.

Operation of the activity

31. A written notification of operation must be glven to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days prior to
the commencement of the activity operational phase.

Shte closure and decommissioning

32. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the holder of the authorisation must undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements
administered by any relevant and Competent Authority at that time.

Speclfic conditlons

33. No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitetion purposes. Only indigenous plants of the area may be utilised.

34. Construction must Include design measures that allow surface and subsurface movement of water along
drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows. Drainage measures must promote
the dissipation of storm water run-off,

35. An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste minimisation and
must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal where appropriate. Any solid waste must be
disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of Section 20 (b) of the National Environment Management Waste
Act, 2008 (Act No.58 of 2008).

36. Waste, which is not authorised for disposal on site as part of the approved development, must be dealt with
according to relevant legislation or the Department's policles and practices.

37. The holder of Environmental Authorisation must prevent the occumence of nulsance conditions or health
‘hazards.

38. No effluent must be discharged inta any storm water drain or furrow, whither by commission or by omission.

39. All temporary disturbed aeas must be rehabilitated according to the site's rehabllitation pian, following
construction.
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40. All necessary permitting and authorisations must be obtained prior fo the commencement of any construction
activities.

41. Asuttably qualied EGO must be appolinted prier to the commencement of the construction phase.

42, The site must be ground truthed during the flowering season (July to August) by an experienced botanist to
ansure that no populations of restricted range specles will be lost. If it is found that there ‘are populations that
will be affected, then the infrastructure must be moved o avoid these areas.

43. A comprehensive Search and Rescue for fauna and flora should be conducted prior to vegetation clearance.

44, An Erosion Management Plan must be developed prior fo the commencement of construction activities in order
to mitigate the unnecessary loss of fopsoil and runcff.

45. An Alien Vegetation Management plan shouki be complled (for implementation during the phases that follow
the Planning and Design Phase)

General

48. A copy of this Environmental Authorisation, the audit and compliance menitoring reparts, and the approved
EMPr, must be made avallable for inspection and copying-
46.1. at the site of the authorised activity;
46.2. to anyone on request, and
46.3. where the holder of the Environmental Authorisation has a website, on such publicly accessible
website.

47. National government, provinclal govemnment, local authorities or committees appointed in tarms of the
conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall ot be held responsible for any damages
or losses suffered by the holder of the autharisation or his/her successor in title in any instance where
construction or operation subseguent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of
non-compliance by the holder of the authorisation with the conditions of authorisation as sat out in this
document or any ather subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation.

Date of Environmental Authorlsation: 0'1{/ /2/ a6/

Mz

Mr Sabelo Majaz
Chlef Directgr: Integrated Environmental Authorlsations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Enviroriment
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1.

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration -

a)
b)
c)
d)

The listed activities as applied for in the applicatian form received on 17 May 2021.

The information contained in the BAR dated October 2021.

Mitigation measures as proposed in the BAR and the EMPr.

The information contained in the specialist studies contained within the appendices of the BAR dated
October 2021.

Key factors considered in making the decision

All Information presented to the Department was taken Into account in tha Department's consideration of the
application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department’s view, were of the most significance is set out

below.

8)
b)
c)

d)

The findings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

The need for the proposed project stems from the provision of electricity to the nafional grid.

The BAR October 2021 Identified all legislation and guldelines that have been considered in the
preparation of the BAR.

The location of the proposed speclfication upgrades to the wind energy facility.

The methodology used in assessing the patential impacts identified in the BAR dated October 2021 and
the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

A sufficient public parficipation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfled the minimum
requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended for public involvement.

Findings

After consideration of the Information and factors listed above, the Department made the following findings -

a)

b)

The identification and assessment of intpacts are detailed in the BAR dated October 2021 and sufficlent
assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.
The procadure followed for impact assessment Is adequate for the decision-making process.
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¢)  The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequatelj curtails the identified impacts.

d)  EMPrmeasures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the development were
proposed and included in the BAR and will be Implemented to manage the identified environmental
impacts during the construction phase.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject fo compliance with the conditions contained In the
envionmantal authorisation, the authorised activities will not conflict with the general objectives of integratad
environmental management laid down In Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1988 and
that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the authorised activities can he mitigated
to acceptable levels. The environmental authorisation is accordingly granted.
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