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Number of Pages 1o0f3

Instructions/Comments

Dear SIR / MADAM

Please find attached a copy of the Background Information Document (BID). Please note that following the
newspaper advertisements in both the Talk of the Town and the EP Herald on Friday 8 February 2008,
comments regarding the BID and the project as it stands should be returned to us by Friday 7 March, 2008.
Once the draft Basic Assessment report has been completed we will notify you and inform you of ways of
accessing this draft, whereafter you shall have 4 calendar weeks in which comment on the draft report. Any

correspondence between now and the closure of the project is welcomed.

The Hollingrove Development’s details are shown in the BID attached. This development will serve as homes
and “getaway houses” for the owners and their investors, the aim of which is to provide a means of relaxation
with all the houses having a low visual impact. They will be built with as low an environmental impact as
possible so as to preserve the sense of place that is present in the Kowie River Valley. As manager of the

Water's Meeting Nature Reserve | am sure that you can appreciate this.

If there are any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact Mr Justin Blake on the above telephone

or fax number, or at j.blake@cesnet.co.za.

Kind regards,

Stuart Laing




Environmental Consultant

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT:

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT & INVITATION TO COMMENT
HOLLINGROVE BLOCK SHARE DEVELOPMENT,
BATHURST - EASTERN CAPE

Background

599,1001 hectares;

extent: 116,6690 hectares;

extent: 214,1392 hectares.

Mbali Props (Pty) Ltd acquired portions of the farms Hollingrove and Wesley Wood for the
Hollingrove Block Share Development. The site has a total area of approximately 1465
hectares, and is made up of the following four properties:
= Portion 7 of the Farm Wesley Wood No. 179, in the Ndlambe Municipality, Division of
Bathurst, Eastern Cape Province. In extent: 535,4921 hectares;
= The remainder Portion 1 of the Farm Hollingrove Mo. 180, situated in the area of

Ndlambe Municipality, Division of Bathurst, Eastern Cape Province. In extent:

= Portion 4 (Hollingrove West) (Portion of Portion 1) of the Farm Hollingrove No. 180, in

the area of Ndlambe Municipality, Division of Bathurst, Eastern Cape Province. In

= Portion 5 (Hollingrove North) (a Portion of Partion 1) of the Farm Hollingrove No. 180,

in the area of Ndlambe Municipality, Division of Bathurst, Eastern Cape Province. In

Project Description

It is proposed to construct five
accommodation  clusters, each with
between eight and 14 units, in various
locations on the farm. In addition there
will be a central lodge facility which will
most likely be developed on previously
disturbed land.

The property has an existing game fence
and is currently populated with several
species of buck that have been intreduced
by the developers. These are to form the
central attraction for the owners and
private investors alike.

The land is pristine in places, however vast
tracts were used for past agricultural
practices and are recovering, or have
recovered, from this.

Alternatives

Alternatives can be investigated in
terms of layout and density of
individual Clusters to take into
consideration the opportunities and
constraints posed by the natural
environment. For example, impact on
the river in terms of pollution or
riparian vegetation, potential
indigenous species present and visual
impacts.

The share block development will also
be compared  against the no
development option, where development
in the context of current planning
frameworks will be evaluated.
Alternative land wuses, such as
conservation, will also be investigated
within the context of ‘Open Space’ or
STEP and Ndlambe SDF guidelines.

AIM OF THIS
DOCUMENT

The aim of this
Background
Information Document
is to provide people
affected by and
interested in the
proposed project with
information about this
project, the process
being followed and to
provide them with an
opportunity to be
involved in the
environmental
process.

Interested and Affected
Parties (IAPs) may
raise issues of
concern; these along
with potential
environmental, social
and economic impacts
will be examined in
the environmental
process.

The findings of the
environmental process
will be provided to
DEDEA for final
decision making as to
whether or not the
project will go ahead
and in what form.

Details of Services
Infrastructure

proposed as an alternative
Water supply

Sewage Reticulation

s There are at present only a few roads in place, it is proposed that any additional
roads be kept to a minimum for access and game viewing
*» Eskom power is available but limited on this property. Solar power has been

s There is a borehole present in the south-western area of the development. Tank
collection is proposed for the units. River water extraction will also be
investigated, for this water use licenses are required

+ It is proposed that sewage disposal will be by means of septic tank or biolithic pit

Return address for

Please return your
comments by
T March 2008

Your involvement in
this process is
important and will
help ensure that all
relevant issues are
raised and assessed

in the EIA process.
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